“Recognizing the Self in the Other”
Prof. Kontos
The workshop “Recognizing the Self in the Other” will begin by pointing out the main topics discussed in the Platonic dialogue Alcibiades: the bridge connecting ethics and politics, self-knowledge and the good, Socratic love etc. The analysis and discussion of these topics will be the subject of the first Lecture. 
You are invited to have read Plato’s dialogue in order to be familiar with its main arguments. You can use any academic translation you want; in class, I will use the translation by D.C. Hutchinson included in the volume Plato. Complete Works, edited by J. Cooper, Hackett, 1997. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this dialogue, Plato develops a pattern of though which will remain actual throughout the history of western culture: the metaphor of seeing myself in the eye of the other as if in a mirror. The aim of the workshop is that you present and analyze different ways in which that pattern has been employed and exploited in different areas such as: painting and aesthetics, cinema, philosophy, and science. You will realize thereby how philosophical ideas and paradigms which first appeared in Ancient Greek philosophy still are constituent parts of our culture.
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