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In 1975, Unguru’s paper ‘On the Need to Rewrite the History of Greek Mathematics’ caused a heated debate among leading historians. Although the original discussion was focused on a rather specialised subject, i.e. the possible algebraic character of a part of Greek mathematics, it constituted a reason to undermine the methodological foundations of the traditional historiography. Among the prime subjects that concerned historians and philosophers of science in the ‘80s was the relationship between the events that followed Unguru’s publication and Kuhn’s (1962) well-known picture of the growth of science as consisting of regular periods interrupted by occasional revolutions. Originally, most of the debates were focused on whether scientific revolutions may happen in the field of mathematics, but, at a later stage, the discussion was focused on historiography. There appears to be a consensus that, in this field, scientific revolutions may actually happen, and Unguru’s intervention, in all probability, started one. Our aim is to discuss this conclusion. 
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